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From the editor

If you are keen to learn about how to use DNA test results, read on: there are plenty of meetings
coming up that can help you find your way through the family trees. Read all about them here.

If genealogy by DNA isn’t your thing, don’t worry, there are lots of other topics too.

There’s still time to have a go at the Kapiti Gen website scavenger hunt, and you can test your
knowledge of fashion of the past when you Date the Photos.

Liz Matthews

August Kapiti Genealogy meetings

A Band of Brothers - the involvement of four Brooking brothers in the New
Zealand Wars, 1865 - 1882

lan Brooking will be speaking at both the evening and daytime meetings.

Evening meeting: Tuesday 26 August 2025, 7.30 pm. Doors open at 7pm.

Where: Coast Community Church, 57 Hinemoa Street, Paraparaumu.

Daytime meeting: Wednesday 27 August, 1.30 pm -4 pm.
Where: Waikanae Baptist Church Cafe, 286 Te Moana Rd, Waikanae.

Admission: free to Kapiti Genealogy members, $5 for visitors.
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Unlocking your DNA Results with Fiona Brooker
Book now for this special 2-day Kapiti event on 18 and 19 October

Limited tickets are still available. We will start a waiting list if the event is
oversubscribed. No walk-up entry on the day.

Details on page 3
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What’s on in Family History Month (also known
as August)

Wellington event: Sharing and Preserving your Family
History

Faly History Month | When: Saturday 30 August 2025, 10 am to 4.30 pm. Doors

1 (2 open at 9.30 am.
3 |4 |5 |6 |7 |8 |9
10 |11 |12 |13 |14 | 15|16 Where: Johnsonville Community Centre, 3 Frankmoore Avenue,
17 [18 |19 |20 | 21|22 | 23

24 |25 |26 2728|2930 ) ‘ ‘
31 (Next to the library, near the train station).

Johnsonville

Entry is free, but bring cash for raffles. There will be great prizes.

Coming up in September

Members Only “How to...” via Zoom

Monday, 1 September, 7.30pm to 8.30pm on Zoom
Note that the starting time during NZ Standard Time months is 7:30pm.

Topic: DNA Q&A.

Send any requests in advance for a specific aspect you wish to ask about, or
share, to: HowTo@KapitiGen.org

Pre-registration is required. The meeting link will be sent to all members

before the Zoom meeting.
https://kapitigen.org/online-how-to/

Kapiti Genealogy Irish Interest Group
Tuesday 9 September, 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm at Paraparaumu Library
Topic: Finding Irish Gravestones and Headstone Inscriptions

It has been said, “The Irish are in danger of commemorating themselves to death.” Up to the
mid-19th century, cemetery burial records and transcripts of headstone inscriptions are often
the only surviving record of an Irish ancestor’s existence. Family plots may show relationships
across several generations, predating church and civil registration records.

A handout of record sources will be provided. After the discussion there will be time for
assistance with Irish family history research, using either subscription sites on the APFHC
terminals or free Irish sites on your own laptop. All welcome, whether new to Irish research or
experienced. For information about the group, contact IrishSIG@KapitiGen.org.

https://KapitiGen.org Kapiti@genealogy.org.nz
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RootsMagic Users Group bt v bk

Saturday 20 September, 2 pm to 4 pm on Zoom

[{ﬂﬂ I:5_'..-"_|_,'_"-\_L'.-'.-

Topic: Linking images to your people, sources etc.

The link for pre-registration is sent to everyone on the RootsMagic mailing
list. To join the mailing list go to https://kapitigen.org/rootsmagic-special-

interest-group/

All welcome. Free to all. At our last meeting, on 19 July we had fun working through examples
of adding, and correcting, family connections. As usual, we all learnt something!

*Save the Date* Limited tickets are still available
Unlocking your DNA Results: Tools, techniques and genetic connections

2-day workshop with presenter Fiona Brooker (www.memoriesintime.co.nz)

When: 18-19 October 2025, 10 am to 4 pm each day. Please arrive by 9.30 am.

Where: Southward Car Museum, Otaihanga road.

Unlocking Your DNA Results is a hands-on workshop weekend for family historians who want
to get more from their DNA testing experience.

- - -
From understanding your match lists to using powerful € Unloc klng
/= Your DNA

third-party tools, you'll learn how to analyse, interpret, and

apply your DNA results with confidence. We’ll cover: Resu |tS

* The foundations of genetic genealogy 'm I hn“ ., N
¢ How to organise and cluster DNA matches

* Techniques for identifying unknown ancestors memories

¢ Case studies to show how DNA can solve real research

j‘ in time
questions.

Whether you're a beginner or ready to deepen your skills, you'll leave with actionable
knowledge, new connections, and a clearer path forward in your research. You need to have
done a DNA test (Ancestry or MyHeritage preferred) and received your results.

Kapiti Genealogy Members-only price: $50 covers both days
Non-members: $75 covers both days

Click the link to book your tickets. Payment is by credit card. https://www.trybooking.com/nz/YJJ
Check the Event Terms and Conditions on the checkout page. Refunds are at the discretion of the
Kapiti Genealogy committee.

Pre-event Information will be sent by email. Send any queries to DNAOct@KapitiGen.org

https://KapitiGen.org Kapiti@genealogy.org.nz
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Last month: Catherine and Eric Ruth on FamilySearch.org

Two for One

by John Miller
Our July meetings were an excellent example of getting two for the price of one.

The “two” were Catherine and Eric Ruth, not just at the
Evening Meeting, but also at the Day Meeting. The “one”
was the fascinating insight they provided into Family
Search.

For those who have not used it, Family Search is a collaborative family history web site where
anyone can enter their own family data. There are obvious advantages in this: your
information will last longer than you — a way to ensure that your research will be retained and
available to others. Groups of people can work on the same family. And it is free!

The disadvantage is that others can alter your precious information.

This, and many other aspects were addressed first in our Evening session, and then amplified
in our Day session the next day.

How do you stop someone from altering your information? You can’t, but you can minimise
the possibility that someone will make unfortunate changes, by uploading the reference
material that you have used. This was an important message — document your trees! Providing
sources for information is crucial to achieving an accurate result.

You can also use features of Family Search to assist you:

* Following people notifies you when someone else has added to or changed the
information about the profiles you follow. You can follow up to 4000 people, and you
can see who else is following them.

* Collaborate allows you to cooperate with others. You can note and discuss issues that
need to be resolved.

* Use the Quality Score guide. This was under development (perhaps completed now?).
Itis an assessment of the reliability of the details you enter, going by the source
material you have entered.

* Addimages of source documents.
* Make use of the Hints feature.

And an important message to all users — as Eric stressed, when you find something that is
wrong (or you think is wrong) — is stop. Pause. Breathe. Count to 100, and assume that
everything that others do is done in good faith. If you believe something is wrong, you need to
address this politely, and with supporting documentation. Catherine pointed out that itis
always easier to enter data correctly, than itis to correct something later.

https://KapitiGen.org Kapiti@genealogy.org.nz
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She spoke of a system being developed of full text search which uses Al to search
documents, films, and many other sources not yet indexed. Amongst other features, the
system was being trained to read handwriting.

Anyone who wished to take partin the development could optin as an assistant, and during
the Day Meeting she explained the details.

At the Day Meeting, Eric spoke of the use of Memories, to provide more than just facts. You
can use this function to link photos, stories, related documents, even audio (oral histories), to
individual profiles. All entries are screened for appropriateness, but this is normally a quick
process.

Two points to remember for anyone entering information:

* Make private any information about living people
» Take care not to infringe copyright.

Wanted: Supper volunteers

If you enjoy your cup of tea, coffee or milo and biscuits before the start of the evening
meetings, why not help to serve the drinks and biscuits once a year?

We’re looking for volunteers for supper for the meetings in September, October and
November (the Christmas Social Evening), as well as for the 2026 roster. Only one person is
needed each month from January to October and about six for the Christmas function.

Here’s the job description. Before the meeting, arrive at 6:30pm on your rostered evening,
put out the biscuits and prepare the tea, coffee, milo and hot water by 7pm. After the
meeting, wash and dry the dishes. Others will help on the night. If no one offers, just ask
someone to lend a hand. For our end-of-year celebration at the November evening meeting,
we need about six volunteers to heat and plate the food on the night and to set up tables
with food and drink.

Please sign up at the registration desk at any evening meeting, or email
graememecv2@xtra.co.nz with your email address and phone number. Please state your
preferred month (fourth Tuesday evening), and identify any months that you are unavailable.

Welcome to our newest member!

A warm welcome to Marjorie Doole, who has joined Kapiti Genealogy since our last evening
meeting. Marj attended both our evening and afternoon meetings in July to find out about
FamilySearch. She is researching people who lived in New Zealand, England and Australia,
and wants to learn more about DNA. She’s now our newest member. Welcome Mar;j!

Is there something you would like to see in the newsletter? Email editor@kapitigen.org

https://KapitiGen.org Kapiti@genealogy.org.nz
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What’s new at the library

Background books

by Liz Matthews

AUGUST 2025

Sometimes it’s hard to understand how different our ancestors’ lives were from our own. | like

to read books that give me a better understanding of different places, times and conditions.

This column is to share book titles that might be of interest to others researching family
history. Feel free to share titles of books that have given useful background to your own

research.

Everything is tuberculosis: the history and persistence of
our deadliest infection, by John Green, available from Kapiti
Libraries. [198 pages]

Most of us probably have at least one ancestor who suffered
from TB, (also known as phthisis) before there was a
vaccination to prevent it or an effective treatment. John
Green’s book discusses the prevalence of TB today in the
developing world, but also describes the history of diagnosis
of the disease and the treatments tried in the past. He tells
how the disease affects people, and makes it clear just how
little scientific medical knowledge and equipment there was
before the late 19" century.

This is not a long, dense book, and it’s easy to skip the
modern bits, but you probably won’t want to do that.

EVERYTHING IS
TUBERCULOSIS

THE
HISTORY AND
PERSISTENCE OF
OUR DEADLIEST
INFECTION

JOHN GREEN

“1 BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF
THE ANTHROPOCENE REVIEWED

Alison Procter Family History Centre (APFHC) at Paraparaumu Library

Remember that Kapiti Genealogy’s library resources are available to members any time

Paraparaumu library is open. Sign out the key at the issuing desk and return it before you leave. If

someone else will be leaving after you, take them to the issuing desk so they can sign out the key.

Need some help using the subscription websites or the microfiche? Come on Wednesday mornings

from 10 am to midday for some coaching. Our resources are also open to the public (under

supervision) during this time slot.

Members can also get individual assistance on the first Saturday in the month, from 1 pmto 3 pm.

Ring Lorna 04 293-7771 to book a slot with an appropriate mentor.

Could you volunteer to help others with their research? Come along to the library on Wednesday,

same time, same place, and speak to the helper on duty.

https://KapitiGen.org
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What’s new online

Is it a while since you’ve looked at some record collections? Here are some recent updates:

e The Genealogist now has records for doctors, nurses and surgeons from the mid-19®
to mid-20" century. These are available on our computers at Paraparaumu library.

e To mark the 85" anniversary of the Battle of Britain, The Genealogist and the
International Bomber Command Centre (IBBC) have documented a unit of the RAF
that suffered more casualties in WWII than the whole RAF active and reserve
personnel today. Their blog Target for tonight tells the story of one remarkable leader of
the Bomber Command. More than 67,000 Death records in the International Bomber
Command Centre (IBCC): Losses Database are now on our computers at APFHC.
https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/featuredarticles/2025/target-for-tonight-8696/

e PapersPast has added images of the Ruapehu Bulletin (1989 — 1999, 2001), Taupo
Times (1952 - 1974) and Waimarino Bulletin (May 1983 — Feb 1989).

e Ancestry.com has just released parish records for the county of Suffolk, with births,
deaths and marriages starting from 1538.

Following Kapiti Genealogy Group on Facebook

Kapiti Genealogy runs a Public Facebook Page (Kapiti Genealogy) which can be seen by
anyone. We use it to advertise our events. If on Facebook, click on Follow if you want to
receive this feed.

We also run a Private Group (Kapiti Genealogy Group). You need to click on Join and be
accepted to take part in this group. It is for those interested in genealogy, who may be
researching their family history, and want to chat and share their stories and photos and to
share tips. If you need help with your research, do ask questions. Currently this Private Group
has around 80 members.

Scottish Indexes Conference

Scottish Indexes, run by Graeme and Emma Maxwell, host regular, free, time-zone friendly
online conferences on Scottish research topics. The next one is on Saturday 13 September
2025 starting from 6pm New Zealand time. You will need to register to get the Zoom link. Then
you can watch live or view recordings which are available later for a time. The list of speakers
will be online about a week before the date. To register and to find more, go to:
https://www.scottishindexes.com/conference.aspx

Lostcousins.com and family history societies

Peter Calver’s free newsletter at LostCousins.com has been popular with family history
researchers for more than 20 years. As well as interesting articles on record collections, and
masterclass items on DNA and overcoming brick walls, it often includes links to discount
offers for subscription genealogy websites.

https://KapitiGen.org Kapiti@genealogy.org.nz


https://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/featuredarticles/2025/target-for-tonight-8696/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558732100830
https://www.facebook.com/groups/360674427684334
https://www.scottishindexes.com/conference.aspx

Page 8 AUGUST 2025

A recent addition is access to recordings of Zoom presentations featuring different family
history societies in the UK. So far, there are recordings from societies located in Essex,
Nottinghamshire, London, Westminster and Middlesex, Calderdale, Cheshire, Huddersfield
and district, Hertfordshire and Suffolk.

If you are researching families who lived in these places, the recordings might give you some
new ideas about where or how to find information. You’ll need to log in to lostcousins.com
(membership is free) and then click on My Events in the left-hand menu.

Famnet.org.nz

The August newsletter of FamNet (The Family History

Network) includes a graphic description of a voyage of Ne—'t

convicts being transported to Western Australia in The Family "History Network

1864. Written by Robina Trenbath, a great-granddaughter of one of the convicts, itis based on
the surgeon’s log and other documents from the era.
https://famnet.org.nz/newsletters/FamNet/August_2025/NewsletterAugust2025.htm

DNA News

by Lorna Henderson

Interested in an online DNA related conference? The East Coast Genetic Genealogy
Conference runs from 6pm New Zealand time, 12 to 14 September (we are about 16 hours
ahead). Recordings of sessions are available until end of December. This is one of my “go-to”
conferences. For details, visit https://ecggc.org/?page_id=4440

Ancestry: Clustering

The ability to customise clusters for grouping your matches must be inching closer, there is
now a greyed-out menu item promising itis coming.

-+ ©

By cluster [ By location

m (' Paternal . ) Maternal )

Coming soon! Create custom clusters with specific

matches and cM ranges.
MAIRADY ICCRA ARIRATIAMAM AT DIZCD T T

To access clustering you need both an Ancestry membership of some level as well as a
ProTools sub on top of that. If you only have DNAPLlus you cannot add Pro-tools. Confused by
all the options? Check out what you get with what sub(s) at
https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/AncestryDNA-and-Memberships?language=en_US
Fiona Brooker’s two-day workshop in October will be covering clustering — have you registered

yet?

https://KapitiGen.org Kapiti@genealogy.org.nz
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MyHeritage: no more free uploads

MyHeritage have now stopped allowing free uploads of DNA files from other companies. Do
read their help files on the type of subscription you need to get the full benefits from your DNA
results. You will always be able to see, and contact, your matches from within the DNA
screens.

As with Ancestry, without some sort of subscription, your access to further DNA analysis
tools will be limited. Both sites have their pluses, with different tools. The tested populations
do differ between them. You never know who you will find on which site.

DNA User Group
The next in-person two-monthly DNA session is on Saturday 11 October at the ~
Waikanae Baptist Church Cafeteria, from 2 pm to 4 pm. Doors open at 1:30pm. f

L
Theme: to be announced nearer the time. <§V

Notes from our 9 August meeting have been sent to those attending (or tendering an
apology).

Reminders of all our DNA meetings are sent to those on our DNA mailing list. To join the
mailing list for DNA group reminders, go to https://kapitigen.org/dna-special-interest-group/

Kapiti Genealogy Membership

Membership is $30 for the year 1 April to 31st March. Use your membership card to access
our resources at the Alison Procter Family History Centre in Paraparaumu Library whenever
the library is open. Pay your subscription to: Kapiti Genealogy, account number 02-0591-
0040791-000. Please put your name and phone number the reference fields.

For more details, please visit our membership page https://kapitigen.org/membership-2/.

News from the NZ Society of Genealogists

Did you know that NZSG provide monthly online presentations on assorted topics, open to
all? The meeting link is on the Events Calendar at https://genealogy.org.nz/Events-
Calendar/10931/

Recordings of past presentations can be found under the Resources > Presentations >
Monthly presentations: https://genealogy.org.nz/Monthly-Presentations/11303/

The monthly Online DNA Interest Group (ODIG) presentation for 27 August is
FamilyTreeDNA’s new Mitotree by Lorna Henderson. Find out what’s new with this major
release and explore your direct maternal line or any of your ancestors’ maternal lines, all the
way back to mitochondrial Eve and, now more often, down into genealogical timeframes.
Those registered for ODIG, a free NZSG membership benefit, will automatically receive
notifications of, and the link to, the monthly presentations. Not yet registered? Log in to your
account at https://genealogy.org.nz and click on the DNA tab for further instructions.

https://KapitiGen.org Kapiti@genealogy.org.nz
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NZSG branches

If you are researching ancestors in other parts of New Zealand and haven’t found what you are
looking for through our library resources, you may need access to local knowledge. Consider
sending a query in an email or letter to a branch located in your area of research. Find contact
details for all branches at: https://genealogy.org.nz/BrancheslGs-and-Area-Contacts/11083/

News from NZSG branches and other family history groups
Here are some snippets from newsletters received from around New Zealand.
Wellington branch

Alan Cobcroft gave a zoom presentation on WikiTree. The collaborative free family tree
platform now has more than 40 million profiles, of which some 15 million have DNA
connections. www.wikitree.com

Cambridge branch

Katikati will be celebrating the 150th anniversary of the arrival of the Ulster Irish settlers from
12-14 September 2025. More details at https://katikati150celebration.co.nz/index.php/about/

Dunedin branch

The August newsletter from Dunedin included pages of photos and histories of lighthouses in
the south of the South Island. For details about lighthouses in all parts of New Zealand, go to
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/public/lighthouses-of-new-zealand/

Kilbirnie branch

Convenor Sarah Hewitt has prepared a presentation on land records, and suggested
searching the Wellington City Archives to find out about houses and neighbourhoods if you
had family living in the city.

https://archivesonline.wcc.govt.nz/

Kilbirnie member Kevin Morris shared the details of a walking tour of Wellington, which he put
together for his family to show them where their ancestors had lived and worked.

Horowhenua Family history group

The theme of the July meeting was how family members came to New Zealand, and the
August newsletter gives a sample of these stories, ranging from arrivals in the 1840s, 1850s
and 1930s, up to 2017.

Kapiti Gen website scavenger hunt

It’s not too late to test your computer skills with the Kapiti Gen website
scavenger hunt. Go to kapitigen.org, click on the Latest News tab to find the
July 2025 newsletter. The questions are on the last page. The correct answers

could still earn you a prize. @

https://KapitiGen.org Kapiti@genealogy.org.nz
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September fashion challenge: Date the photos

The changing fashions of women’s hairstyles and clothing are useful clues (but not the only
ones) for dating old photos. Try your hand at dating the photos below. Here are some clues:

e Both photos are of the same person, Martha Ann Taylor (known as Ann).

e Annwasbornin late 1847 in Stoke, Somerset, England.

e She married a dental surgeon, William Helyar, in 1868.

e Shediedin 1884, the day after her tenth child was stillborn.

e The photos were taken by different photographers. Both are carte de visite size.
The seated photo was taken by H H Hole, of Williton, Watchet and Minehead.
The standing photo was taken by A W Wills, of 65 East Street, Taunton, Somerset.

Ann had three separate family connections with New Zealand, although she never left
England herself.

1. Inwhich decade was the seated portrait taken? What makes you think so?
2. Inwhich decade was the standing portrait taken? What makes you think so?

Send your answers to: editor@kapitigen.org. A chocolate fish is in store for the answer that
gives the best (or most entertaining) explanation.

In next month’s Kapiti Gen newsletter:

Kapiti Genealogy evening meeting

Tuesday 23 September, 7.30pm, Coast Community Church
Speaker: Rob Thornton

Flock House Boys
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